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Genesis 
 

The following questions are for group discussion. The discussion should aim to help participants 

think through the lesson and its application both personally and in the church. 

1. Genesis lays a foundation for understanding our world. As such, it presents the only 

worldview that rightly interprets reality. How important is a biblical worldview for 

answering the most significant questions of life? Consider your worldview and answer the 

following questions: Where did I come from? Why am I here? How am I supposed to live? 

Where am I going?  

 

2. God, a people, and a place to dwell are the indispensable ingredients in God’s kingdom. 

Creation was purposed for such a kingdom. The theme of creation marks both the 

beginning and end of the Bible. Read Genesis 1:1, 27, and 3:8, John 1:1, 14, and Revelation 

21:1-4. Now read Colossians 1:15-20. How important is Genesis for our understanding of 

our world’s past, present, and future? How important is it to ground our understanding of 

the gospel? The nature of mankind? The pervasiveness of evil? The need for a Savior? The 

hope of a new heavens and new earth? 

 

3. The rule of God is essential to our worldview. How does Genesis 1:26 inform us of God’s 

purposes in creating us? How does this relate to God’s dominion in the world? How does 

this relate to God’s purposes in our redemption (2 Timothy 2:11-12)? How does this relate 

to 1 Corinthians 10:31? 

 

4. Genesis stresses God’s choosing of Abraham. This constitutes an act of election. It also 

grounds God’s covenant promises. How did this inform Israel on the plains of Moab? How 

did the Apostles address Israel on this point (Acts 3:18-26). How does it minister to us 

today? How does it relate to you personally (consider Romans 4:13-24)? 
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THEME 

Beginnings/ Generations / Covenants 

OUTLINE 

I. Four Events (1 – 11) 
II. Four People (12 – 50) 

KEY CHAPTERS 

1 Creation (broad perspective) 

2 Creation (focus on man) 

3 Temptation, Fall, Curses 

4 Cain & Abel, Cain’s line—civilization 

6–8 Flood, deliverance in the Ark 

9 Noahic covenant, curse of Canaan 

11 Babel:  dispersion of nations 

12 Abrahamic covenant established 

18–19 Sodom & Gomorrah 

22 Isaac is offered up 

32 Jacob wrestles w/God 

37 Joseph is sold by his brothers 

49 Jacob blesses his sons 

KEY PASSAGES 

1:26–27 – Creation of human beings 

1:31 – Creation is declared “very good” 

2:24 – A man shall leave, cleave, and weave 

3:15 – The promised seed (see below) 

6:1–4 – The “sons of God” 

12:1–3 – Abrahamic covenant 

35:9–12 – Jacob becomes “Israel” 

50:20 – “God meant it for good” 

KEY PEOPLE 

Adam & Eve – First human beings 

Cain – Adam’s first son; the murderer of 
his brother Abel; a wanderer 

Abel – Murdered second son of Adam 

Enoch – Father of Methuselah; walked 
w/God; never died but was taken 

Noah – Walked w/God, built ark, father of 
Shem, Ham & Japheth; cursed 
Canaan 

Shem – Noah’s eldest, ancestor of Abraham 

Terah – Abram’s father, left Ur for Haran 

Abraham – Father of nation Israel 

Lot – Abram’s nephew, dweller in Sodom 

Sarah – Abraham’s wife, Isaac’s mother 

Isaac – Son of Abraham & Sarah, father of 
Jacob 

Esau – Isaac’s first born, sold birthright 

Rebekah – Isaac’s wife, favored Jacob 

Jacob – (Israel) Father of 12 tribes 

Leah – Jacob’s less loved first wife 

Rachel – Jacob’s beloved wife, mother of 
Joseph, dies bearing Benjamin 

Joseph – Son of Jacob, sold as slave, exalted 
in Egypt 

 


