
LESSON 10 

PEACE 

The gospel results in peace. Peace between a holy God and His sinful people. It also results in peace 

between sinners who are redeemed by the blood of the Peacemaker. If the greater, then certainly 

the lesser. The church is called to make much of Christ and one of the distinctively gospel-oriented 

means to this end is realized when the local pursues peace with one another. 

 

 

#28 
DO NOT GRUMBLE AGAINST ONE ANOTHER 

Do not grumble against one another,  

brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold,  

the Judge is standing at the door.  

— James 5:9 — 

Keywords: stenadzō 

 to sigh or groan, inwardly or openly; express discontent against another, complain 

strongly, mutter, murmur, grumble 

Context: Nearing the end of his letter, James is aiming at Christlike perseverance amid 

suffering. This is evident in the immediate context which calls for patience before 

and after this command (see 5:7-8 and 5:10-11). Patience here is clearly for the 

return of Christ (5:7-8) and is necessary because of trials in the present (5:10, see 

also 1:2-3). This shines light on the intent of this responsibility. The children of God 

are not to be finding fault, blaming, or blame shifting one another, even in the 

midst of hardship and suffering. 



ONE ANOTHER FOR CHRIST 

2 Trinity Bible Church 

Grumbling is the sound of a discontented soul. To grumble is to speak against not only someone or 

something it is to speak against God—ultimately.  

NATURE OF GRUMBLING 

When one’s flesh and bones are full of aches and pains, it is as natural for us 
to murmur as for a horse to shake his head when the flies tease him … but 

nature should not be the rule with Christians, or what is their religion worth? 
Charles H. Spurgeon 

What does grumbling make much of?  
 

 
What is grumbling often associated with (Proverbs 19:3)? 

 

 

 
What type of grumbling does Romans 9:19-20 describe? 

 

 

 
Sometimes the journey to God’s promises is attended with painful trials. Consider how Israel 
responded while walking along the path of God’s deliverance (Exodus 14:11; 15:24; 16:2; 17:3). How 
can we relate to these things? 

 

 

 
How did the Lord respond to the grumbling of His people (Numbers 14:11; see also Exodus 17:2)? 

 

 

 
What is grumbling against the Lord linked to (Psalm 106:25-26)? 
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How should Israel’s grumbling serve us (1 Corinthians 10:6–11)? 

 

 

 
How should we—the New Covenant people of God—relate to grumbling and its deeds (Isaiah 29:23–
24)? 

 

 

 

Be careful, dear friends, that you do not misrepresent God yourselves. You 
who murmur; you who say that God deals hardly with you,  

you give God an ill character. 
Charles H. Spurgeon 

 
What do we fail to appropriate in our grumbling (Lamentations 3:39)? 

 

 

 

As long as a man is alive and out of hell,  
he cannot have any cause to complain. 

Charles H. Spurgeon 

What should be our focus when we are tempted to grumble and complain (Psalm 32:1-2; 103; 1-3)? 
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Is it not lamentable that men will never thank God for the countless blessings 
He confers upon them, and then remember Him only to complain of the evils 
which they have brought upon themselves, and which are never half so great 

as their misconduct deserves? 
John Broadus 

How do the following verses help to redirect our thinking: Isaiah 41:10; 64:4; Psalm 84:11; 23:6; 
Romans 8:28, 32; Philippians 4:19; Hebrews 13:5-6; Revelation 21:4; Psalm 16:11? 

 

 

 
What is the chief antidote to grumbling (1 Thessalonians 5:18; Ephesians 5:19-20; Philippians 4:6)? 

 

 

 

An unthankful and complaining spirit is an abiding sin against God, and a 
cause of almost continual unhappiness; and yet how common such a spirit 

is. How prone we seem to be to forget the good that life knows, and 
remember and brood over its evil – to forget its joys, and think only of its 

sorrows – to forget thankfulness, and remember only to complain. 
John Broadus 

AGAINST ONE ANOTHER 

Grumbling denies God’s love. Grumbling against one another denies the love of others. 

Jonathan Edwards spoke pastorally regarding the underlying condition of the heart in this matter:  

As you would seek the future prosperity of this society, it is of vast importance that 
you should avoid contention. 

A contentious people will be a miserable people. The contentions which have been 
among you, since I first became your pastor, have been one of the greatest burdens 
I have labored under in the course of my ministry—not only the contentions you have 
had with me, but those which you have had with one another, about your lands, and 
other concerns—because I knew that contention, heat of spirit, evil speaking, and 
things of the like nature, were directly contrary to the spirit of Christianity, and did, 
in a peculiar manner, tend to drive away God’s Spirit from a people, and to render all 
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means of grace ineffectual, as well as destroy a people’s outward comfort and 
welfare. 

Let me therefore earnestly exhort you, as you would seek your own future good, 
hereafter to watch against a contentious spirit. 

Grumbling against one another has to do with what? 
 

 
How does Philippians 2:14–16 address this? 

 

 

 

A heavy wagon was being dragged along a country lane by a team of oxen. 
The axles groaned and creaked terribly, when the oxen turning around thus 

addressed the wheels, “Hey there, why do you make so much noise? We bear 
all the labor, and we – not you – ought to cry out!” Those complain first in our 
churches who have the least to do. The gift of grumbling is largely dispensed 

among those who have no other talents. 
Charles H. Spurgeon 

 
Grumbling against one another is often linked to what? Consider Matthew 20:8-12 and James 3:18. 

 

 

 
In addition to thanksgiving, what is necessary to overcome grumbling? Consider James 5:7-11. 

 

 

 
How does this relate to our relationship with God and one another? See 1 Corinthians 13:4–6 and 
James 1:12, 2:5, and 2:8. 
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#29 
DO NOT SPEAK EVIL AGAINST ONE ANOTHER 

Do not speak evil against one another, brothers.  

The one who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks 

evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you 

are not a doer of the law but a judge.  

— James 4:11 — 

Keyword: katalaleō 

 to verbally express hostility against another, rail at, disparage; to speak evil of, 

slander, revile, defame 

Context: This responsibility is sandwiched between two strong calls to humility (James 4:6-

10 and 4:13-16). The pride of self-righteousness, therefore, marks the 

undercurrent of speaking evil against one another. Proud judgmentalism is self-

defeating and self-contradictory. The law condemns the self-righteous. There is 

no gospel in speaking evil against one another. 

 

 

What is slanderer included with in Romans 1:29-30? 
 

 

 

 
What does 1 Peter 2:1 command Christians to do with regard to speaking evil against one another? 
To what vice is it related? 
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From where does evil speaking come (Matthew 12:34)? 
 

 

 
What does James 3:9-10 infer about a child of God who speaks evil against a brother or sister? 

 

 

 

SLANDER 

Noah Webster (1828): “A false tale or report maliciously uttered. and tending to injure 
the reputation of another by lessening him in the esteem of his fellow citizens, by 
exposing him to impeachment and punishment, or by impairing his means of living; 
defamation. Slander, that worst of poisons, ever finds an easy entrance to ignoble 
minds” 

 

 

 

 

GOSSIP 

Noah Webster (1828): “One who runs from house to house, tattling and telling news; 
an idle tattler.” 
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The tale bearer hath the devil in his tongue,  
the tale hearer in his ear. 

John Trapp 

 

BACKBITING, SLANDERING, AND EVIL-SPEAKING 

Richard Baxter, in A Christian Directory, writes a chapter entitled: “Cases of Conscience and 

Directions against Backbiting, Slandering, and Evil-speaking.” 

1. May we not speak evil of that which is evil? 

2. May not the contrary be sinful silence and befriending men’s sins? 

3. What if religious, credible persons report it? 

4. If I may not speak it, may I not believe them? 

5. May we not speak ill of open persecutors or enemies of godliness? 

6. What if it be one whose reputation countenanceth his ill cause, and his defamation would 
disable him? 

7. If I may not make a true narrative of matters of fact, how may we write true histories for 
posterity? 

8. What if it be one that hath been oft admonished? 

9. Or one that I cannot speak to face to face? 

10. In what cases may we open another’s faults? 

11. What if I hear men praise the wicked, or their sins? 

12. Are we bound to reprove every backbiter? 
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#30 
BE AT PEACE WITH ONE ANOTHER 

Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness,  

how will you make it salty again?  

Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another. 
— Mark 9:50 — 

Keyword: eirēneuō 

 to reconcile, bring to peace, keep peace, live peaceably 

Context: The immediate context begins in Mark 9:33 and concludes with our verse. Jesus 

addresses His disciples because they were arguing about who was the greatest 

(9:34). He rebukes their pride and calls them to a humility that is non-judgmental, 

assumes the best in others, and is severe against personal sin within. His 

concluding exhortation is a call to live at peace with one another as a mark of their 

belonging to Christ. 

 

God redeems sinners in tremendous love for their benefit. He then puts them together and intends 

them to love one another for the benefit of one another. God expects the gospel to transform the 

way that we treat one another, and ultimately all people. 

Many people care little about their relationships with God and other people, but they still want 

peace within themselves. It is impossible to know genuine peace apart from God. And it is 

impossible to claim such peace with God while being at enmity with one another. 

Self-sacrifice in pursuit of true peace is not our natural response to conflict. 

BENEFICIARIES OF PEACE 

What do Isaiah 48:22 and Romans 5:1 say are beneficiaries of peace? 
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What is the only source of true peace in this universe according to Colossians 1:15-20? How is it 
produced within (Galatians 5:22-23)? 

 

 

 

“Behold, here is a clear mirror in which you may behold not only your obligation 
toward peaceableness, but in which you may examine your own disposition and 
doings. Is peace with God, on the basis of the satisfaction of the Lord Jesus, your 
portion, having received this by faith unto justification, and does your peaceableness 
flow from that fountain? Do you know the distinction between the godly and those 
who are without grace? Is your soul one with the godly in Christ, and does your 
exercise of peace proceed from this unity? Do you maintain a peaceable disposition 
from your side and still strive to be at peace when natural man comes against you 
with much evil? Is your heart at rest, content, and pleased as far as your neighbor is 
concerned when you think of him in seclusion—or if you see or speak with him? Or, 
are there alien, antagonistic, angry, envious, and discontented motions within you? 
Do you endeavor to manifest your peaceable heart in deeds—even when others are 
angry at you and commit evil toward you? Do you love the truth and godliness so much 
that you do not wish to depart from it one iota, even if the entire world were to assault 
you, and do you nevertheless maintain a peaceable disposition of heart toward such, 
seeking by your deeds to manifest peace from your side? How does your soul 
respond to this in the presence of God? Do you belong to the peacemakers? Do you 
truthfully possess this in principle, and do you observe your deficiency with sorrow?” 
—Wilhelmus A Brakel 

Knowing these things, how are we to practically cultivate peace (Isaiah 26:3; Romans 8:6)? 
 

 

 

PURSUING PEACE 

What does pursuing peace look like (Psalm 34:14; Romans 14:19; 2 Timothy 2:22)? 
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What does Hebrew 12:14 call us to do and why? 
 

 

 

Peaceableness and a life so ordered as to render us beloved by all, is no common gift 
in a Christian. If we desire to attain this, we must not only be endued with perfect 
uprightness, but also with very courteous and kind manners, which may not only 
conciliate the just and the good, but produce also a favourable impression on the 
hearts of the ungodly. 

John Calvin 

 
What does Romans 12:18 say about our responsibility in the pursuit of peace? 

 

 

But here two cautions must be stated: We are not to seek to be in such esteem as to 
refuse to undergo the hatred of any for Christ, whenever it may be necessary. And 
indeed we see that there are some who, though they render themselves amicable to 
all by the sweetness of their manners and peaceableness of their minds, are yet 
hated even by their nearest connections on account of the gospel. The second 
caution is,—that courteousness should not degenerate into compliance, so as to lead 
us to flatter the vices of men for the sake of preserving peace. Since then it cannot 
always be, that we can have peace with all men, he has annexed two particulars by 
way of exception, If it be possible, and, as far as you can. But we are to conclude from 
what piety and love require, that we are not to violate peace, except when 
constrained by either of these two things. For we ought, for the sake of cherishing 
peace, to bear many things, to pardon offences, and kindly to remit the full rigour of 
the law; and yet in such a way, that we may be prepared, whenever necessity 
requires, to fight courageously: for it is impossible that the soldiers of Christ should 
have perpetual peace with the world, whose prince is Satan. 

John Calvin 

What does James 3:18 suggest about our pursuit of peace in the church and in our homes? 
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Let us all therefore of this [church], as we regard its temporal and spiritual 
prosperity, its reputation and beauty, do all that in us lies for the sake of unity. O that 
peace may continue with us and reign in the midst of us! O that there may be nothing 
but perfect amity and agreement! Let us therefore by all means abstain from 
anything that either directly or indirectly tends to contention. Let us not only follow 
peace immediately, but everything that makes for peace. 

Jonathan Edwards 

 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:11–13 and identify at least five qualities that should accompany our pursuit 
of peace with one another. 

 

 

 

 

 
 


