
LESSON 9 

JOY 

Striving together to make much of Christ is a pursuit of joy. Deep, satisfying joy that makes its boast 

in the Lord. Life together then becomes emblematic of the gospel itself. The church becomes not 

only a communion of belief but a fellowship of love. Old patterns are put off and new patterns, after 

the likeness of Christ, are put on. The next three one anothers are responsibilities stated in the 

negative, the corollary of which may be best approximated as humble joy—an indispensable key to 

making much of Christ for God’s glory and our joy. 

 

 

#25 
DO NOT PROVOKE ONE ANOTHER 

Let us not become conceited, provoking one another 

— Galatians 5:26 — 

Keywords: prokaleō 

 to provoke, challenge, irritate, be evoked; lit. ‘to call forth’ 

Context: This responsibility comes in the contrasting wake of the works of the flesh and the 

fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:16-24). If the members of Christ’s churches walk in 

step with the Holy Spirit, yielding to the means of His grace within them, then a 

joyful humility will characterize them not an irritable conceit (5:25). A joyfully 

humble person does not provoke others. 
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“LET US NOT BECOME“ 

Where does the last imperative (word of direct command) occur in Galatians chapter 5? 
 

 
Spirit vs. self 

 

 

 
What is the relationship between our view of ourselves and our treatment of others? 

 

 

“CONCEITED“ 

What is the meaning of the word “conceited” in Galatians 5:26? 
 

 

 
What is man’s default boast? 

 

 

 
 
Consider the wisdom of the Proverbs on this subject (11:2; 16:5, 18; 26:12; 27:2; 29:23). What do 
these verses impress upon you? How will you seek to apply them to your daily life? 
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In your own words, what is the essential principle stated in Jeremiah 9:23-24? 
 

 

 

“PROVOKING” 

Contextually, what is that aspect of pride that instigates provocation? 
 

 

 

Pride gets no pleasure out of having something, only out of having more of it 
than the next person. We say that people are proud of being rich, or clever, 

or good-looking, but they are not. They are proud of being richer, or cleverer, 
or better-looking than others. If everyone else became equally rich, or 

clever, or good-looking there would be nothing to be proud about. 
C. S. Lewis 

 
What is the final antidote to provocation? 

 

 

 

A proud man would have none keep an equal pace with him; he cannot 
endure a companion, but would have all others under his feet. Pride is 

naturally against God, and therefore sin is often called a lifting up of the 
heart against God, a hardening the heart against him. Then endeavour after 

humility. Study the humility of God, who is more humble to us than we can be 
to him. Reflect more upon thy vileness than thy worth. 

Stephen Charnock 
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#26 
DO NOT ENVY ONE ANOTHER 

Let us not become conceited … envying one another. 

— Galatians 5:26 — 

Keyword: phthoneō 

 to be envious or jealous of another; can allude to resentment and ill-will 

Context: This responsibility is stated in precisely the same context as the previous. Here 

we see that a joyfully humble person does not envy others. 

 

“Envy is a spirit of dissatisfaction or opposition to the prosperity or 
happiness of other people.” 

Jonathan Edwards 

“ENVYING”  

What is the basic theological meaning of envying? 
 

 

 

 

“How much of hell is there in the temper of an envious man! The happiness 
of another is his misery; the good of another is his affliction. He looks upon 
the virtue of another with an evil eye, and is as sorry at the praise of another 

as if that praise were taken away from himself. Envy makes him a hater of 
his neighbor, and his own tormentor.” 

Nathaniel Vincent 
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TRAITS OF ENVY 

Romans 1:28-29; Titus 3:3 
 

 
Galatians 5:19–21 

 

 
Ecclesiastes 4:4 

 

 
James 3:16 

 

 
Matthew 27:18 

 

 
Philippians 1:15; 1 Timothy 6:3–4 

 

 
1 Peter 2:1–2 

 

 

ENEMIES OF ENVY 

If we test ourselves and fail, what hope do we have? Much in every way. We have the cross of 

Christ. We have the grace of God. We have the deep joy and gladness of knowing God in Christ. 

Let’s briefly unpack each of these. 

(1)  
 

 

 
(2)  
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(3)  

 

 

 

 
 
 

#27 
DO NOT LIE TO ONE ANOTHER 

Do not lie to one another,  

seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices  

— Colossians 3:9 — 

Keyword: pseudomai 

 to lie, tell a falsehood, deceive by lying, mislead, bear false witness 

Context: This responsibility is couched in a similar context as the previous two. Only here it 

comes at the end of a rather long list of earthly vices, being contrasted to 

heavenly virtues. Being the last command pertaining to these vices, it punctuates 

the character of “the old self with its practices.” It stands in stark contrast to true 

“knowledge” which reflects the image and glory of Christ. Those who find their joy 

in Christ do not lie to one another. 
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God is intrinsically a communicating being. Relationship, communion, love—these grand realities 

derive from the essential nature of God Himself. The greatest delights that the human heart can 

experience originate from communication. The entire realm of creation was brought into 

existence through the instrumentality of God communicating.  

IN THE BEGINNING 

Compare and contrast Genesis 2:16-17 to 3:4: 
 

 

 
 
How does the above relate to John 8:44? 

 

 

MEANING 

 

 

 

 

 
In the following verse, identify what lying is linked to: 

Proverbs 6:16-17 
 

 
1 John 1:6; 2:4 

 

 
Proverbs 14:5, 25 
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Jeremiah 23:14 
 

 
Isaiah 59:2–3 

 

 
Psalm 101:7 

 

 

HATED FROM THE HEART 

In the following verse, consider how those who love God and His people hate lying from the heart: 

Zephaniah 3:13 
 

 
Psalm 119:29; Proverbs 30:8 

 

 
Proverbs 8:6–8 

 

 
Ephesians 4:15, 29 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Saints not only desire to love and speak truth with their lips, but they seek to 
be true within; they will not lie even in the closet of their hearts, for God is 

there to listen; they scorn double meanings, evasions, equivocations, white 
lies, flatteries, and deceptions.” 

Charles Spurgeon 


