
LESSON 8 

GRACE 

As recipients of grace in Christ, we are to exercise grace towards one another in Christ-exalting 

ways. We act and react to one another in the love of God received by grace and for grace. The next 

three one anothers are responsibilities of grace designed to make much of Christ for God’s glory and 

our joy. 

 

 

#22 
DO GOOD TO ONE ANOTHER 

See that no one repays anyone evil for evil,  

but always seek to do good to one another and to everyone.  

— 1 Thessalonians 5:15 —  

Keywords: diōkō 

 to pursue, seek after, strive for, go after, hasten 

 agathos 

 that which is good, beneficial, useful, wholesome, healthy 

Context: In a series of closing exhortations, the apostle Paul urges the church in 

Thessalonica to live in a manner that most accords with the will of God in Christ 

Jesus. He employs strong language in calling the church to earnestly seek to do 

good to one another.  Such enthusiastic, otherward living is only fitting for a life 

transformed by the gospel, living in light of the returning Christ, and aiming to 

please God. 
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The gospel should characterize all our thoughts, feelings, attitudes, words, and actions towards 

one another. We are a family of grace not justice. We exist to make much of Christ, and one 

important way that we do this is by always seeking to do good—being gracious, kind, and 

beneficial—to one another. 

NOTHING SO NATURAL 

Nothing is so natural to us than repaying evil for evil. It has been identified as “one of the strongest 

impulses of fallen human nature, for no vice is more certainly regarded as a virtue among men than 

is retaliation.” 1  

“EVIL FOR EVIL“ 

Identify how recipients of grace in Christ are called to respond to evil. 

Romans 12:17 
 

 

 
1 Peter 3:9 

 

 

 
1 Peter 2:21-23 

 

 

 
1 Corinthians 6:7 

 

 

 
  

 
1 Hogg and Vine, cited by Edmond Hiebert, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 254. 
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1 Corinthians 4:12 
 

 

 
Matthew 5:39 

 

 

 

NOTHING SO UNNATURAL 

Only those who are good truly do good. Jesus said, “No one is good except God alone” (Luke 18:19). 

In this world of rebellion, humanity has fallen and all of nature has been cursed. There is nothing so 

unnatural than for a sinner to always do good to others. God Himself must do a gracious work in the 

sinner’s heart. The recipient of grace in Christ is then called to put on display an unnatural good to 

others. 

“ALWAYS SEEK TO DO GOOD“ 

It is not enough to not do evil; we must seek good and pursue it for the sake of Christ and the 

benefit of others. 

According to Romans 12:2, how are we to know what “good” we are to do? 
 

 

 
Describe what the word “good” means: 

 

 

 
Describe what the word “seek” means: 
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Consider how it is translated in the following verses: “persecute” (Matthew 5:11), “pursue” (1 Timothy 

6:11), and “strive” (Hebrews 12:14).  

Read 1 Peter 3:11 and identify one way that we can do good to others?  
 

 

 
When should we be set on seeking to do good for others? 

 

 

 

The more a man can overcome evil with good upon holy and gracious accounts, as upon 
the account of God’s command, God’s honour, the credit of the gospel, and the 
conviction, conversion, and salvation of souls, the greater measure of holiness such a 
person hath attained to. To return reproach for reproach, reviling for reviling, and 
cursing for cursing, and scorning for scorning, and defaming for defaming, is 
exceeding natural to us; but to love them that hate us, to bless them that curse us, 
to do good to them that abhor us, and to pray for them that persecute us, and that 
despitefully use us, according to Christ’s express command in that Mat. 5:44, are 
things exceeding contrary to nature, and exceedingly above nature. The power of 
grace and holiness appears in nothing more than in bringing the heart to a sweet and 
ready subjection to such commands as are most cross, and contrary to flesh and 
blood.2 

“TO ONE ANOTHER” 

This responsibility begins within the church. While it should mark our character towards all people, 

the special love and brotherhood that we share with one another in God’s household, being united 

together in Christ, calls for its particular practice one to another. John Stott explains, 

[Paul] is laying on the whole congregation the responsibility to care for each other as 
sisters and brothers, to give appropriate support, encouragement or admonition to 
the church’s problem children, and to ensure that all its members follow the teaching 
of Jesus, cultivating patience, renouncing retaliation and pursuing kindness. It is a 
beautiful vision of the local church as a community not only of mutual comfort and 
encouragement (4:18; 5:11) but of mutual forbearance and service as well.3 

 
2 Thomas Brooks, The Complete Works of Thomas Brooks (London: James Nisbet and Co., 1867), 4:400–401. 
3 John Stott, 123. 
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Here we are confronted with the sad tendency to treat members of our own family worse than how 

we treat strangers.  

The more we know a person, the less we grace them. It is good to assume the best in a stranger or 

mere acquaintance and extend grace rather than justice; but it is not good that we are more 

reluctant to extend such grace to those we love most. Grace is more truly grace when given against 

a greater knowledge of ill desert rather than when given in ignorance.  

Perhaps the fear of repeated offense throws a damper on any eagerness to extend good. Suffering 

the offense of a stranger is generally less likely.  

We expect more from those that profess to love us. Thus, offenses from them afflict us more 

deeply than from outsiders. But our love for them only heightens our duty to them. Cold hearts are 

never justified, and all the more towards those to whom we have pledged love. 

Let us remember that it is shameful to treat those we love worse than we treat those we hardly 

know. Such empty love has no place among the recipients of the great love of God. 

“AND TO EVERYONE” 

Not only to the household of faith, though to them especially, and in the first 
place, but to all other men, as opportunity offers, even to our enemies, and 

them that persecute us, and despitefully use us; do good to their bodies, and 
to their souls, as much as in you lies, by feeding and clothing the one, and by 

praying for, advising, and instructing the other. 
John Gill 

Though our relationship to one another is uniquely bound by the love of Christ, doing good to 

others should characterize our hearts actions and reactions towards all people. Christ, our perfect 

example, did good to those He knew would never ultimately repent and so remain an offense to 

Him.  

Describe how this principle is found in the following verses: 

1 Thessalonians 3:12 
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Galatians 6:10 
 

 

 
Luke 6:27 

 

 

 

In general, we must study to do what is our duty, and pleasing to God, in all 
circumstances, whether men do us good turns or ill turns; whatever men do to us, we 
must do good to others. We must always endeavour to be beneficent and 
instrumental to promote the welfare of others, both among ourselves (in the first 
place to those that are of the household of faith), and then, as we have opportunity, 
unto all men.4 

The phrase 'to all men,' seems to have been added to avoid the possibility of 
misconstruction. Some might possibly suppose that this was a good rule to be 
observed towards those of their own number, but that a greater latitude in avenging 
injuries might be allowable towards their enemies out of the church. The apostle, 
therefore, says that the rule is universal. It relates to the heathen, to infidels, 
sceptics, and persecutors, as well as to the members of the church. To every man we 
are to do good as we are able—no matter what they do to us. This is the rule which 
God himself observes toward the evil and unthankful (Notes, Matt. 5:45), and is one 
of the original and beautiful laws of our holy religion.5 

GOSPEL VS. JUSTICE 

Private and Personal – Not Public and Civil 

Justice is not something that the Christian takes into their own hands. This principle is plainly 

described by our Lord in Matthew 5:39. Simon Kistemaker insightfully comments on this text: 

The commandment—“eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 
burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe for stripe” (Ex. 21:24, 25; cf. Lev. 24:20; 
Deut. 19:21)—relates to the public administration of criminal law (see Lev. 24:14), and 
was issued in order that the practice of seeking personal revenge might be 

 
4 Matthew Henry, 2344. 
5 Barnes, 58–59. 



 GRACE 

© M. V. Pereira 7 

discouraged. What Jesus is opposing in Matt. 5:38–42 was not the Old Testament law 
but its Pharisaic misinterpretation.6 

How do Proverbs 17:13, 20:22, and 25:21-22 confirm this understanding (see also Romans 12:17-21)? 
 

 

 

Not to render evil for evil; which is to revenge themselves; and that is forbidden by 
the apostle, Rom. 12:17, 19; 1 Pet. 3:9; and is the resisting of evil forbidden by our 
Saviour, Matt. 5:39. But it is to be understood of private revenge rising out of malice, 
not of public censures, either civil or ecclesiastical, or of seeking reparations for 
injuries received in courts of justice according to law and equity. This private 
revenge cannot consist with that patience that he required towards all men in the 
foregoing verse, nor is it conformable to the example of Christ, 1 Pet. 2:23, nor to the 
Christian calling and profession, 1 Pet. 2:21.7 

As recipients of grace in Christ, we are called to live and breath grace. The gospel should mark our 

every action and reaction. But even this does not pervert or deny the honor of God in upholding 

justice and the sanctity of life. There is no virtue in turning a blind eye to public evil. Albert Barnes 

reminds us that “it may be right to defend our lives and the lives of our friends; to seek the 

protection of the law for our persons, reputation, or property, against those who would wrong us; 

to repel the assaults of calumniators and slanderers, but in no case should the motive be to do 

them wrong for the evil which they have done us.”8 

How does Luke 22:35-38 suggest support for this understanding? 
 

 

 
So the crux of the matter is how not if evil is repaid. There may be times wherein evil is repaid by 

certain God-appointed means of justice, though evil shall never be repaid with evil. Beyond this, all 

unpunished evil will be punished on that day when God Himself repays in the fury of His righteous 

wrath. Faith entrusts vengeance to God. 

 
6 William Hendriksen and Simon J. Kistemaker, Exposition of I-II Thessalonians, vol. 3, NTC (Grand Rapids: Baker Book 
House, 1953–2001), 137. 
7 Matthew Poole, 749. 
8 Albert Barnes, 58. 
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UNIQUELY CHRISTIAN 

“This should be the Christian's way of retaliating,  
not returning evil for evil but good for evil”  

Jonathan Edwards 

This responsibility is designed to make much of Christ. It is uniquely Christian and therefore should 

be exercised with an eye to demonstrating and bearing witness to the unique glory of Christ. 

Several commentators take notice of this important fact: “The prohibition against retaliation is 

distinctly Christian.”9 “It is Christianity alone that teaches man to bear personal injuries without 

retaliation.”10 

That is, subdue or vanquish evil by doing good to others. Show them the loveliness of 
a better spirit; the power of kindness and benevolence; the value of an amiable, 
Christian deportment. So doing, you may disarm them of their rage, and be the 
means of bringing them to better minds. This is the noble and grand sentiment of the 
Christian religion. Nothing like this is to be found in the heathen classics; and nothing 
like it ever existed among pagan nations. Christianity alone has brought forth this 
lovely and mighty principle; and one design of it is to advance the welfare of man by 
promoting peace, harmony, and love. The idea of overcoming evil with good never 
occurred to men until the gospel was preached. It never has been acted on except 
under the influences of the gospel. On this principle God shows kindness; on this 
principle the Saviour came, and bled, and died; and on this principle all Christians 
should act in treating their enemies, and in bringing a world to the knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus.11 

 

  

 
9 Hiebert, 254. 
10 Barlow, 541. 
11 Barnes, 284. 
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#23 
SHOW HOSPITALITY TO ONE ANOTHER 

Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.  

— 1 Peter 4:9 —  

Keyword: philozenos 

 to show hospitality, kindness to visitors, generosity to guests 

Context: Peter issues this injunction in the context of a call to prioritize loving one another 

in the midst of persecution (4:8). Even suffering persecution does not excuse us 

from tending to the needs of one another. Insensitivity is not admissible among 

Christians. A direct fruit of loving one another is demonstrated in warmly and 

kindly inviting and welcoming one another into the privacy and comfort of your 

own home.  

A sure sign of love to one another is an open sharing of one’s possessions from a kind heart. As 

with all of the one another responsibilities, it is a fruit and expression of Christian love borne by 

grace. 

 

THE ANCIENT WORLD 

The context of this responsibility is set in the ancient world, which history reveals was 

inhospitable. There were many dangers that accompanied travel. Transportation was difficult and 

risks of property or bodily harm were high along the way. It was a world without the modern 

convenience of public inns and hotels. Therefore, “hospitality between Christians was an 

important, concrete expression of love in a world without our modern inns and hotels.”12  

  

 
12 Blum, 246. 
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Take note of this observation in the following verses: 

Matthew 10:11, 40 
 

 

 
 
Acts 16:15 

 

 

 
Matthew 25:35, 40 

 

 

 

NEEDS OF THE SAINTS 

John Murray notes, “The world was inhospitable. Therefore hospitality was a prime example of the 

way in which believers were to be partakers in the needs of the saints.” 13 Hospitality was one 

concreate way to minister to the needs of those in the church. The basic heart attitude of this 

responsibility is described in Luke 14:12-14. 

 

 

 
Notice how hospitality is explicitly linked to contributing to the needs of the saints in Romans 
12:13. How does Proverbs 3:27-28 prompt us to take action to care for the needs of others with our 
own property? 

 

 

 

 
13 John Murray, The Epistle to the Romans, NICONT (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1968), 2:134. 
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We ought so to relieve the wants of the brethren, as though we were relieving our 
own selves. And he commands us to assist especially the saints: for though our love 
ought to extend itself to the whole race of man, yet it ought with peculiar feeling to 
embrace the household of faith, who are by a closer bond united to us.14 

CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES AND MINISTERS 

The most repeated call to hospitality in the New Testament epistles concerns the loving welcome 

and support of Christian missionaries and ministers of the gospel. Consider the following verses: 

 

Acts 18:27 
 

 

 
Romans 16:1-2 

 

 

 
Philippians 2:29 

 

 

 
Philemon 17, 22 

 

 

 
Colossians 4:10 

 

 

 
Take note of the indictment that John issues against Diotrephes in 3 John 10. How does it relate to 
this command? 

 
14 John Calvin, Commentaries, 468. 
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Read 2 John 10 and take note of the significance of hospitality as it relates to fellowship (sharing of 
a common life in Christ).  

 

 

 

LEADERS OF THE CHURCH 

So important was this responsibility, it was included in the qualifications for leadership in the 

church: “Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, 

self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach” (1 Timothy 3:2; see also Titus 1:7-8).  

 

The conditions prevailing in apostolic times still obtain in various parts of the world 
and the need for this grace is as urgent as then. But even where economic and social 
conditions are more favourable, the practice of hospitality is not irrelevant. It is in 
these circumstances that the force of the verb “pursue” should be heeded. The 
occasions will present themselves if we are alert to the duty, privilege, and blessing 
(cf. Heb. 13:2; 2 Tim. 1:16–18).15 

THE CHURCH 

The context of the responsibility as here stated is to those within the local church. Notice the 

repetition: “Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 

Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 

another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace” (1 Peter 4:8–10). 

In a hostile world, the church is to be a place of safety and well-being for its members, 
a place where common beliefs unite more than differences divide. The Christian 
community is a colony of the holy nation of God among the nations of the world.16 

 

 
15 Murray, 2:134. 
16 Jobes, 281. 
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We are called to more than just offering hospitality, we are urged to seek it. That is to take 

initiative. This is not a call to invite others when necessity makes it unavoidable. It was a mark of 

personal character (see 1 Timothy 5:10).  

Consider that what you have is not your own; i.e. you have only a subordinate right. Your 
goods are only lent to you of God, to be improved by you in such ways as he directs. You 
yourselves are not your own; 1 Cor. 6:20. “Ye are not your own, for ye are bought with a price; 
your body and your spirit are God’s.” And if you yourselves are not your own, so then neither 
are your possessions your own. Many of you have by covenant given up yourselves and all you 
have to God. You have disowned and renounced any right in yourselves or in any thing that you 
have, and have given to God all the absolute right; and if you be true Christians, you have done 
it from the heart. 

Your money and your goods are not your own; they are only committed to you as stewards, 
to be used for him who committed them to you; 1 Pet. 4:9, 10. “Use hospitality one to another 
without grudging. As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to 
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” A steward has no business with his 
master’s goods, to use them any otherwise than for the benefit of his master and his family, or 
according to his master’s direction. He hath no business to use them, as if he were the proprietor 
of them; he hath nothing to do with them, only as he is to use them for his master. He is to give 
every one of his master’s family their portion of meat in due season. 

But if instead of that, he hoards up his master’s goods for himself, and withholds them from 
those of the household, so that some of the family are pinched for want of food and clothing; 
he is therein guilty of robbing his master and embezzling his substance. And would any 
householder endure such a steward? If he discovered him in such a practice, would he not take 
his goods out of his hands, and commit them to the care of some other steward, who should 
give every one of his family his portion of meat in due season? Remember that all of us must 
give account of our stewardship, and how we have disposed of those goods which our Master 
has put into our hands. And if when our Master comes to reckon with us, it be found that we 
have denied some of his family their proper provision, while we have hoarded up for ourselves, 
as if we had been the proprietors of our Master’s goods, what account shall we give of this?17 

AS A CHURCH 

It was especially commendable toward the church of God (Acts 2:46; Romans 16:3-5; Colossians 

4:15; 1 Corinthians 16:19).  

  

 
17 Jonathan Edwards, The Works of Jonathan Edwards, vol. 2 (Banner of Truth Trust, 1974), 165–166. 
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Read James 2:2-4 and consider how this responsibility relates to our public gatherings: 
 

 

 

I shudder when I hear that some churches are so 'middle-class' in their attitudes that 
no one ever visits anyone else without first having a formal invitation. These 
churches have so taken on the culture of the people living in that area that the church 
fellowship has become contaminated with the thinking of the world. The result is 
that no one just drops in on somebody, because they fear that they will not be made 
welcome. If that kind of thinking pervades a church, hospitality is not being 
exercised.18 

 

 

 

  

 
18 Michael Bentley, 149. 
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#24 
DO NOT JUDGE ONE ANOTHER 

Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer,  

but rather decide never to put a stumbling block  

or hindrance in the way of a brother. 

— Romans 14:13 —  

Keyword: krinō 

 to find fault with, condemn, sentence, mark for judgment 

Context: In addressing differences within the church between the one who is weak and the 

one who is strong in the faith of the gospel, Paul prohibits passing judgment on 

one another. Even in the church, some were condemning others, and that not 

even necessarily over matters of sin. Though the original context dealt primarily 

with the attended challenges for some in transitioning from the old covenant 

regulations to the new covenant in Christ, a relevant principle emerges for all of us 

in the church today. 

We are children of grace. The charter of the gospel we hold so dear is grace. Grace is our song, our 

hope, our strength, and our new birthright in Christ. Grace—undeserved kindness from God comes 

to us in the contours of love—regenerates, enlivens, empowers, emboldens, strengthens, and 

humbles us to know and love God and one another. Grace has answered justice on our behalf so 

that praise and love may abound in this world for Christ’s sake. Grace, not justice, should be the 

first impulse and dominant beat of our hearts when offended by others. Any hypocrite can demand 

justice, and any fool can condone sin, but grace in love through the gospel alone makes much of 

Christ. 

The good news that we together celebrate is that in Christ we are not judged according to our sins. 

Forgiveness, which amounts to acquittal from judgment, is ours through the judgment that was 

laid upon Christ on our behalf. “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus” (Romans 8:1). 

In the light of the gospel, our relationships are to be characterized by love and humility. We are to 

treat one another as God has treated us to make much of Christ in our hearts and to others. 
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Mimicking God’s gracious ways will deepen our appreciation for His character and in turn enlarge 

our adoration of His person. It will also put on display for others to see, not only the nature of His 

person, but also His work. 

Grace is to be exercised towards one another in two distinct categories: 

WITH REGARD TO SIN 

Love and gentleness expressing care for the souls of one another for Christ’s sake and the good of 

His church:  

Matthew 7:1–5 
 

 

 
 
Matthew 5:23–24 

 

 

 
Matthew 18:15; Luke 17:3 

 

 

 
Galatians 6:1-2 

 

 

 
James 5:19–20 
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WITH REGARD TO OPINIONS 

If in Christ, God does not judge us on account of our sins, then how can we, in Christ, judge one 

another on account of their preferences? 

QUARREL NOT OVER “OPINIONS” (1) 

These are not matters of sin. These are matters of custom and manner, especially in the context of 

transition from an exclusive Mosaic Covenant to an inclusive New Covenant culture. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE “WEAK” ARE MORE RESTRICTIVE (2) 

Not that they were morally “weak” but rather that they feel less secure in their freedom from 

Mosaic strictures. “The weak were for the most part Jewish Christians, whose weakness consisted 

in their continuing conscientious commitment to Jewish regulations regarding diet and days.”19 

Are we to be indifferent about the difference? 

 

 

 

 

 
19 Stott, 356. 
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#1 – GOD WELCOMES BOTH THE WEAK AND THE STRONG (3) 

We tend to look down on others who do not do quite the same things we do—this is a form of pride 

manifesting either a sense of superiority or insecurity. None of us can assume a position to pity or 

condemn one another. 

 

 

 

#2 – CHRIST IS THE OTHER’S MASTER, NOT US (4)  

We forget that we are equals and do not stand in judgment over one another. Our brothers and 

sisters in Christ are responsible and will give an answer to Him, not us. Moreover, God enables His 

people and will preserve them to the end, not us. 

A) CONSCIENCE TESTIFIES TO THE LORD AND NOT TO MAN (5) 

Even if the day doesn’t matter, your choice should matter to you. We must do all things as to the 

Lord. Knowing why we do them. 

 

B) HONOR COMES FROM THE HEART (6) 

 

C) ALL WHO ARE CHRIST’S WILL BE CHRIST-CENTERED—REGARDLESS OF CULTURAL 

MANNERS AND CUSTOMS (7-9) 

We are to focus more on conforming our life to Christ’s life rather than conforming the lives of 

others to ours. Each of us are to give every aspect of our lives back to God. If each of us take this to 

be our priority in life, then we will be less likely to judge one another. 
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#3 – EACH OF US WILL GIVE AN ACCOUNT TO GOD (10-12) 

1 Corinthians 3:12–13 
 

 

 
1 Corinthians 4:5 

 

 

 
2 Corinthians 5:9–11 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


