
LESSON 7 

SERVICE 

The call to serve one another in love is the theme of this lesson. It is ultimately a matter of loving 

what God loves and maintaining what He makes. It includes the aspects of admonishing and 

submitting to one another in order that the church may deliberately promote Christ, to God’s glory 

and man’s joy.  

 

#19 
SERVE ONE ANOTHER 

For you were called to freedom, brothers.  

Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh,  

but through love serve one another.  

— Galatians 5:13 —   

Keyword: douleuō 

 to serve, be subjected to, obey, discharge duty 

Context: This word demands attention. It expresses strong and vivid language. Most 

literally, it belongs to the realm of slavery. Paul uses it in his letter to the Galatians 

to stress a Christ-centered, Christ-exalting contrast to legalistic duty. Its use here 

highlights the intensity with which the gospel that liberates us from the works of 

the law finds expression in our love to one another—it does no less than enslave us 

to love one another in Christ. Naturally man is enslaved to idols (Galatians 4:8) and 

the elementary principles of the world (4:9). Religiously, many are enslaved even 

to the Law of God (4:25). But in Christ, we are set free by His fulfillment of the Law 

in love to fulfill the Law to one another in love. 
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We were created to serve. We are redeemed to serve. And all do serve, though not all do so rightly 

or well. Sin serves self. Love serves others. Christ epitomizes, enables, and empowers service in 

love to the glory of God and the good of others. 

Christ deals a death blow to self-orientation. And the one anothers are calculated to manifest a 

profound and practical Christlikeness. This is very particularly felt here. As sinners, we are 

naturally bent to serve ourselves. Not only this, but ours is a me-first culture, engrossed in self-

serving. The irony is that Christians today readily celebrate Christ’s service but rarely demonstrate 

its likeness. Christ came to us to serve, not to be served (Matthew 20:28). But sadly, the art of 

laying aside the outer garment and binding a towel around the waist has largely fallen out of 

fashion among the washed (John 13:3-17).  

We are here confronted with a gospel paradox. More than a philosophical play on concepts, this 

paradox demands more than a man can give—it demands what Christ has done and what He 

enables. It is naturally assumed that perfect liberty would consist of a perfectly unhindered pursuit 

of self-interest. In fact, in Greek thought, to be master of all one’s decisions was to know liberty. In 

this sense liberty means self-realization, the complete freedom of self to do what self desires. But 

in the economy of the gospel, self is denied and liberty is expressed in terms only of otherward 

love. 

CALLED TO FREEDOM 

Autonomy is anarchy not freedom. It follows then that headship, law, and order do not oppose 

freedom. In fact, it is lawlessness that is contrary to freedom. For in lawlessness a man is a slave to 

self and thus sin. Christ alone offers us true freedom. 

Did Christ live in freedom (Matthew 17:26)? How does Matthew 20:28, 26:39, John 4:34, 6:38, 10:18, 
13:3-17, and Philippians 2:6-8 fit with your answer? 
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From what does Christ free us? Answer this question by reading and observing specific details in 
each of the following passages: 
 
John 8:31-36 (see also Galatians 5:1 and Romans 8:15) 

 

 

 
Titus 3:3-7 

 

 

 
Isaiah 42:7; 61:1 

 

 

 
Romans 6:7, 18 

 

 

 
Romans 8:2; Hebrews 2:15 

 

 

 
Romans 8:21 

 

 

 
Galatians 4:3, 8-9; Colossians 2:20 
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Does Christian liberty free us from obedience to God?  
 

 

 
Are those who are set free in Christ enslaved to anything (see Romans 6:15-23; 1 Peter 2:16)? 
Explain. 

 

 

 

USE OF FREEDOM 

We are freed from and to different objects. Christ teaches us responsibility in our freedom. We are 

accountable to use the freedoms that Christ has given to us for His glory and the good of others. 

In the argument of Galatians, how is our freedom in Christ to be championed? Cite verses in your 
answer. 

 

 

 

SERVE THROUGH LOVE 

How is love described in the context? Consider the following verses: 

Galatians 5:14 
 

 

 
Galatians 5:15 
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We are Christ’s slaves and stewards. It is our duty to use what He gives us to make much of Him, 

benefiting others. Second only to the glory of God Himself is service to Christ’s Bride, the church. 

We are specifically commanded to serve the one anothers of Christ’s church for His glory and her 

joy. 

The call to serve one another requires a lowly mindset. The service in view here is not naturally 

attractive. It is not the prestigious and applauded “services” that we are called to practice. It is 

those services most characterized by Christ’s meek and lowly ministry to us that we are called to, 

even those which are hidden from the view of others, given in love, and expecting nothing in 

return.  

As yourself these questions: 

• Am I serving others in my home and in the church?  

• Do I tend to focus more on my needs and desire than others?  

• Can I say with a clear conscience that in my relationships and service to others I am marked 
by the fruits of the Holy Spirit?  

Compare and contrast the deeds of the flesh and the fruits of the Spirit. Which are more evident in 

how you relate to others and how you express yourself? 
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#20 
ADMONISH ONE ANOTHER 

And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that 

you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and 

able also to admonish one another. 
— Romans 15:14 (NASB) — 

Keyword: noutheteō 

 to admonish, warn, instruct, exhort, rebuke, advise; lit. to put in mind 

Context: Applying the grand theology of the gospel, Paul is concerned not only with 

forgiveness but also with fruitfulness. Christians are redeemed to render fruit. 

The essential matter in the context of this responsibility has to do with right living 

exercised out of right thinking. Part of our responsibility to one another as Christ’s 

church involves helping to promote right thinking among us. This should only be 

motivated and practiced in love and not judgment.  

All is not done when men have begun a religious life. All trees that blossom prove not 
fruitful; and all fruit comes not to perfection. Many fall off, who seemed to have good 
beginnings: and many dishonour the name of Christ, by their scandals and 
infirmities. Many do grieve their teachers’ hearts, and lamentably disturb the church 
of Christ, by their ignorance, errors, self-conceitedness, unruliness, headiness, 
contentiousness, sidings and divisions1 

CONNOTATION 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Richard Baxter, The Practical Works of the Rev. Richard Baxter, vol. 19 (London: James Duncan, 1830), 470–471. 
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COMMAND 

 

 

 

 

COMPETENCY 

 

 

 

 

CONFRONTATION 

To rightly admonish one another, we must check our own hearts first.  

1. THE RIGHT AIM 

Colossians 1:28 

 

 

 

2. THE RIGHT MOTIVE 

1 Corinthians 4:14; 2 Thessalonians 3:15 
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3. THE RIGHT CONCERN 

Acts 20:31; 1 Thessalonians 5:14 

 

 

HUMBLY 

 

 

 

 

LOVINGLY 

 

 

 

 

SOBERLY 

 

 

 

GENTLY 
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PRAYERFULLY 

 

 

 

EVALUATING SELF 

Each of us must evaluate our own lives before trying to admonish others. The following questions 

will serve as personal criteria: 

1. Can I say my own life is 'full of goodness'? 
2. Do I really know what the Bible teaches about godly and righteous living? 
3. When I exhort or admonish another Christian (or Christians), do I do so reflecting deep love 

and concern? 
4. When a Christian needs admonishment regarding specific sins, do I seek that person out in 

private, rather than use a public tactic that makes it appear I’m speaking to everyone? 
5. Am I persistent in my admonishment without being obnoxious and overbearing? 
6. Do I admonish others—not to tear them down and embarrass them—but to build them up? 
7. Do I admonish others for one basic purpose—to help them become complete and mature in 

Christ?”  

My attitude about receiving constructive criticism is: 
 

 

 
My attitude toward giving constructive criticism is: 
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#21 
SUBMIT TO ONE ANOTHER 

submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.  

— Ephesians 5:21 —  

Keyword: hypotassō 

 to submit, subject oneself, yield under, subordinate, comply 

Context: The application of the glorious gospel calls for humility of heart and the imitation 

of God’s love. In the power of the Holy Spirit, Christ’s redeemed are to walk in 

wisdom (5:15) and minister to one another in song and instruction (5:19). All is to be 

done in thanksgiving to God the Father in the name of Christ (5:20). The picture is 

one of order and mission. Our submission is necessary for our mission. All is out of 

a healthy apprehension of the glory and awesome holiness of Christ. 

 

Nothing is more irksome to the mind of man than subjection. 
John Calvin 

MATTER OF SUBMISSION 
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MEANS OF SUBMISSION 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTIVE OF SUBMISSION 

 

 

 

 

 

MANNER OF SUBMISSION 
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Submitting ourselves to one another is required for a supply of mutual 
necessities. We lack something that the meanest have; if they have strength 
for labour, others have wisdom and conduct for government. There must be 
a contemperation; if some are fitted to serve, those that have wealth should 

bless God that He hath put them into such an able condition to hire their 
service; if some have wisdom to contrive, others have elocution to 

recommend a good design; both must serve one another in love. 
Thomas Manton 


