
LESSON 6 

ACCEPTANCE 

This is a lesson on the call for Christian love and fellowship to be demonstrated in the essence of 

acceptance. Acceptance is central to the gospel. In significant expression, the vertical overflows 

into the horizontal.  

 

 

 

 

#16 
GREET ONE ANOTHER 

Greet one another with a holy kiss.  

All the churches of Christ greet you.  

— Romans 16:16 — 

All the brothers send you greetings.  

Greet one another with a holy kiss.  

— 1 Corinthians 16:20 —  

Greet one another with a holy kiss.  

— 2 Corinthians 13:12 —  

Greet one another with the kiss of love.  

Peace to all of you who are in Christ.  

— 1 Peter 5:14 —  



ONE ANOTHER FOR CHRIST 

2 Trinity Bible Church 

Keyword: aspadzomai 

 to embrace, welcome, grant special recognition, express affection 

Context: In no less than four times this responsibility is commanded. It always occurs at the 

end of an inspired letter and is accompanied by a call to a “holy kiss.” It denotes an 

external gesture demonstrating an internal attitude of special recognition, 

acceptance, and pure affection. 

This is emphatically a word of relationship. How we greet one another is not simply a function of 

our personality. Differences of personality do not excuse us. Our responsibility is not dismissed 

simply because it may be more challenging or out of our comfort zone. Nor can we assume that the 

ability to greet one another is a spiritual gift given only to some. Love is a fruit of the Spirit, not a 

gift of the Spirit. This call to greet one another is a meaningful expression of Christian love. 

GENERAL MEANING 

While the history of the original Greek word is uncertain, its derivative meaning appears to come 

from the idea of “attract” or “connect” in a mode of friendly reception and specifically as an 

expression of affection.1 

It was customary practice to express a greeting upon entering a house or meeting someone on the 

street. The most basic feature of this act is the expression of good will towards its recipients. It 

was the particular practice of the Hebrews to greet one another with the wish of shalom—

wholeness, goodness, health, blessing, peace. 

Read Matthew 10:12-13. Identify at least two principles that Christ connects to our greeting: 
 

 

 

What does Christ parallel greeting with in Matthew 5:46-47? 
 

 

 
1 See Horst Robert Balz and Gerhard Schneider, EDNT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1990), 173. 
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THE WORD “HELLO” 

The word “hello” is not in Webster’s 1828 English dictionary. It is found in the 1913 edition, but only 

with a redirect to see halloo (similar to the Latin root for the Spanish word hola). According to 

Oxford, this word comes from a secondary use of hallo, and means “to chase or pursue with shouts 

… to call or summon.” It is linked to the informal verb, holler, which means to call out or shout for or 

at someone. Its use in English appears to have become particularly popular after the invention of 

the telephone. 

SPECIFIC MEANING 

Paul saw great significance for Christians in the act of Christians greeting one another. “He 

welcomed it as an expression of the particular affection which he bore churches as a Christian and 

an apostle.”2 The type of greeting called for here conveys a concept specifically interested in the 

bringing together of individuals who meet and defining their relation to one another thereafter.3 

The words used were intended to express real meaning and represent true fellowship. 

Identify something unique and something common among the following verses: 

3 John 15; Philippians 4:21; Colossians 4:15; Titus 3:15; Hebrews 13:24 
 

 

 

 

 

Greetings between saints mutually investing in the shared life of Christ testifies of something 

special. This responsibility, then, is not intended to be a mere gesture of social formality.  

MORE THAN WORDS 

The Greek word that is used for greet was related in meaning and expression to the word for 

brotherly love (phileo). It “originally expressed liking and welcoming, respect and love for persons 

 
2 TDNT, 1:500. 
3 EDNT, 173. 
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and things.”4 It eventually was used to denote an act of greeting as opposed to a mere word of 

greeting. As such, this type of greeting often involved more than mere words, including the 

offering of one’s hand, the embracing of one another with a hug, and the socially appropriate kiss 

(philēma). It is suggested that the basic meaning of the term seems to be “to embrace.”5 

When presented in a letter, the greeting serves as a substitute for embracing in person.6 “It 

expresses sincere attachment in separation and thus serves to strengthen personal fellowship.”7 It 

has also been noted that “written greetings are uncommon in the pre-Christian era.”8 

How is this point illustrated in the following two passages? 

Luke 15:20 
 

 

 

Acts 20:37 
 

 

What is clear is that our verbal greetings need to be demonstrated by tangible gestures. What is 

expressed in word must be confirmed in visible form.  

A HOLY KISS 

Since the mention of a “holy kiss” accompanies the command to greet one another, it is important 

that we understand its meaning and most appropriate application. 

 
4 G. H. Link, 206. 
5 TDNT, 1:497. 
6 See TDNT, 1:496. 
7 TDNT, 1:496. 
8 G. H. Link, “Blessing, Blessed, Happy,” NIDNTT (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1986), 207. “The 
custom of epistolary greeting was only gradually adopted in the sphere of Greek and Roman culture. In letters of the 
pre-Christian period greetings are not too common and there are no long series of greetings” (Windisch, TDNT, 
496). 
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FORM AND FUNCTION 

Christianity is emphatically about function not form. We would be locked into first-century Middle 

Eastern culture otherwise. Manners and customs may very but the spirit of our intent and purpose 

does not. 

Consider various cultural forms of respectful greetings: 

• America – handshake 
• France – kiss cheeks 
• Russian – bear hug and a kiss on the right cheek 
• Asian – bow 
• Malaysia – stretch out hands and touch fingertips, then bring hands to heart 
• Oman – men often greet each other by pressing their noses together 
• Eskimo – hold arms below the shoulders and rub noses 
• New Zealand (Hongi) – press foreheads together and look into each other’s eyes 
• Kenya (Adamu) – warriors jump 
• Tibet – stick their tongue out (to prove that they are not the reincarnate cruel king who had 

a black tongue) 

THE KISS IS THE MEANS NOT THE END. 

This form acted out in the giving of a kiss does not inherently accomplish the function. Therefore it 

does not necessarily convey the intended meaning.  

How is this evident in the following examples: 

Matthew 26:48–49 and 2 Samuel 20:9–10 
 

 

 

It is not enough that a sign of love should be expressed outwardly, it must always be the sincere 

outworking of a pure heart. 

QUALIFIER: “HOLY” 

Notice also that the physical type or style of kiss is not specified in Scripture. This is by design. 

Only the character of the kiss is noted: holy. 
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It has more to do with God than with the other. The form of our greeting of one another may be 

common to our culture, but its function must be set apart—holy.  

AFFECTION 

The idea of greeting with a kiss was nonetheless intended to call for an intensive expression of 

affection. Haldane comments are helpful: “He calls it a holy kiss as distinguished not only from that 

which is sinful, but also from the kiss that merely expresses common affection.”9 

Our greetings should demonstrate our unique relationship to Christ and one another. We are truly 

brothers and sisters in Christ; a family of love. This means that our greetings of one another are 

not to be mere routine social gestures. We are not called to engage in meager perfunctory 

protocol, but to invest all the meaning and purpose that we can sincerely cultivate into the 

initiation of our every meeting.  

This requires true interest and care for one another. All too often our greetings are no different 

than the world’s. We all tend to be superficial and shallow in greeting one another.  

This does not mean that in every greeting we must engage in a serious discussion. Rather it calls 

for a mindset; an orientation towards one another that expresses a sincere and loving interest and 

care for their wellbeing.  

Social formalities exist in every culture and are not necessarily wrong. The challenge for us is to go 

deeper than what our culture affords. The problem is, when we ask how someone is doing, 

sometimes we really don’t want to be bothered with the details. The natural tendency is simply to 

ask as a social courtesy, not as a personal expression of our particular care. Too often, we want 

others to think that we care without the sacrifice of self that is necessary to actually invest in that 

person for their good. On a practical not, this type of greeting may involve listening as well as 

expressing.  

Identify how Jesus highlighted the significance of our greetings and to what He related it in Luke 

7:36-50: 

 

 

 

 
9 Haldane, 657. 
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CHANGE OF PRACTICE 

Hiebert states, “It should be noted that the apostle did not originate that form of greeting; the 

custom already prevailed.” He goes on to say, “Kissing as a ritual in the Western church 

disappeared almost completely by the end of the thirteenth century.”10 Leon Morris adds, 

“Clement of Alexandria speaks of people who 'make the churches resound' with 
kissing; he points out that ‘the shameless use of a kiss … occasions foul suspicions 
and evil reports’ (Instructor iii.12). This led to its restriction and general 
abandonment.”11 

THE PRICNIPLE 

The biblical responsibility presented here is concerned with making sure that we greet one another 

with pure motives. There is no place for insincerity, dishonesty, or hypocrisy. 

1. Don't neglect 

2. Express Relationship 

3. Express Affection 

4. Tangible 

THE PRINCIPLE IN PRACTICE 

Plan to give some of your time to connect with one another in a meaningful and beneficial way. Be 

prepared to listen, encourage, pray with, and take away prayer requests.  

1. Reconcile all offenses and prioritize peace with one another 

 

2. Develop interest in one another 

 

3. Invest yourself in one another 

 

 

 
10 Hiebert, 1 Peter, 331. 
11 Leon Morris, 537. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 

Following are several guidelines that will help Christians avoid problems in showing 
physical affection—particularly to those of the opposite sex. 

1. Men and women who are not related should always be discreet about showing 
physical affection. 

2. Intimate physical affection between unmarried people should rarely be expressed 
in private situations. Even people who are seriously looking forward to marriage 
should guard themselves at all times. 

3. Pastors and professional counselors must be especially cautious about showing 
physical affection—particularly in private. An emotionally or spiritually sick person 
can destroy another’s reputation through gossip. Such a person might exaggerate 
any show of affection because of vain imagination. 

Furthermore, we cannot ignore the current trend toward accusing people of sexual 
harassment. This has become a plague in our society. In fact, people are often set up 
by another person, just to form the basis for a lawsuit. As Christian leaders 
particularly, we must be extremely cautious—without ignoring the importance of “the 
healing touch.” 

4. Unmarried Christians should never show physical affection in such a way so as to 
stimulate the sensuous nature of the other person, causing improper thoughts and 
actions. 

5. Some people who are more vulnerable to sin must always be more cautious than 
others in showing physical affection to the opposite sex.12 

 

Mature Christians can and should show physical affection. In our society, shaking 
hands, a kiss on the cheek, and a gentle, nonsensuous embrace are certainly 
appropriate. Most Christians can express this kind of affection. But it must always 
be based on pure motives, discretion, and above all, true Christian love. When it is 
expressed in this manner, it can create oneness, unity, and even spiritual and 
psychological healing. But when it is expressed inappropriately, reflecting impure 
motives, indiscretion, and selfish actions, it can lead to hurt, bitterness, and even 
immorality. But isn’t this true of almost every ingredient in Christian relationships?13 

 

  

 
12 Gene A. Getz, Building Up One Another, One Another Series (David C. Cook, 2011). 
13 Gene A. Getz, Building Up One Another, One Another Series (David C. Cook, 2011). 
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#17 
ACCEPT ONE ANOTHER 

Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you,  

for the glory of God.  

— Romans 15:7 —  

Keyword: proslambanō 

 to take to oneself, receive hospitably, welcome, accept 

Context: At the conclusion of articulating the most profound theological treatise of God’s 

acceptance of sinners through Christ crucified and risen, Paul calls the saints to 

accept one another as God accepts us in Christ. 

 

Woven into the very fabric of the creaturely constitution of the human being is the social and 

emotional craving for acceptance. We were made for relationships and therefore, in a very real 

sense, the power to complete or to crush the human spirit rests in the dynamics of acceptance. 

Our design finds ultimate fulfillment in the full realization of acceptance.  

 

ON WHAT GROUNDS ARE WE ACCEPTED? 

 

 

ON WHAT GROUNDS DO WE ACCEPT OTHERS?  
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FOR THE GLORY OF GOD 

Every instance of acceptance that is based on the gospel serves to make much of the ultimate 

acceptance we have through the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS 

What issues cause you to struggle with whether certain standards are biblical or merely cultural? 

Consider talking to an elder or other spiritually mature believer to help you clarify your 

understanding. 

What role do prejudice and favoritism play in your church? How can you work to promote 

acceptance instead? 

 

1. Identify prejudices and confess them as sin 
2. Acknowledge where you need to change. Pray and seek God’s grace to repentant. 
3. Resolve to act. Start with small steps.  
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#18 
WAIT FOR ONE ANOTHER 

So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat,  

wait for one another 
— 1 Corinthians 11:33 — 

Keyword: ekdechomai 

 to await, expect, look for, wait for, anticipate; to receive, accept 

Context: This particular responsibility is specifically commanded in the context of 

partaking the Lord’s Supper together as a gathered church. But the principle 

extends beyond Communion. The original setting provided the clearest setting for 

the responsibility. When gathering in the name of love it is imperative that we wait 

for one another. 

 

Addresses another social discrimination that runs completely contrary to the hallmark of 

Christlikeness. Another nuance of that grand Christian responsibility to love one another is to wait 

for one another.  

This responsibility confronts self-centeredness and calls for Christ-centeredness at the most 

practical level. 
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Jonathan Edwards: “Not that all endeavors in men to defend and redress themselves 
when they are injured by their neighbor are unreasonable; or that men should suffer 
all injuries which their enemies please to bring upon them, rather than take an 
opportunity which they have in their hands to defend and vindicate themselves, 
though it be to the damage of him who injures them. But in many cases men ought to 
suffer long first; as it is said in the text, charity suffereth long. And the case may 
often be so that men may be called considerably to suffer, as charity and patience 
shall direct, for peace's sake, and from love to him who injures them, rather than 
deliver ourselves in that way for which we have opportunity.”14 

J. R. Miller (1840-1912): “There are some people whom it is not hard to love and to 
whom it is quite easy to be kindly affectioned. They are congenial and to our taste. 
We are drawn to them by their amiable qualities or charming manners; or their 
treatment of us is so kind and generous as to win our affection. It is easy to love such. 
But there are others to whom we are not thus naturally attracted. They are not 
congenial—perhaps not amiable. They have unlovely or disagreeable traits. Certain 
faults mar the beauty of their characters, or they treat us rudely and unkindly. It is by 
no means easy for us to bear ourselves toward such with all of love’s patience, 
gentleness, thoughtfulness, and helpfulness. Yet it is this that is required of those 
who would walk in the footsteps of the Lord. Sinners love those who love them. 
Sinners do good to those who do good to them. Sinners lend to those of whom they 
hope to receive again. But we are to do more. We are to love our enemies. We are not 
to select from the mass about us a few to whom the law of love is to be applied. We 
are to have our special friends, just as Jesus had, to whom our hearts and lives may 
turn for that deep companionship that all pure and true souls crave. But, like Him 
also, we are to love all and show to all love’s holiest offices.”15 

 

 

 

 

 

 
14 Jonathan Edwards, 191–192. 
15 Free Grace Broadcaster, Love One Another (Chapel Library, n.d.). 


