
LESSON 2 

UNITY 

In this lesson, we review three “one anothers” that speak of affectionate unity in the local church. 

They are closely related yet colorfully nuanced. Each is a truly wonderful complement to the other, 

promoting a Christ-centered strength that thrives in wisdom and love. 

 

 

 

#4  
CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER 

God has so composed the body,  

giving greater honor to the part that lacked it,  

that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may  

have the same care for one another.  

— 1 Corinthians 12:25 —  

Keyword: merimnaō 

 to care for, attend to, be concerned about, look out for 

Context: The local church is likened to a human body fashioned by God in such a way that it 

cares for itself, each member caring for one another. See 1 Corinthians 12:18-27. 

Here we are presented with the analogy of a body’s immune system. It is a picture designed to 

stimulate health within the local church. Though we are not of, we remain in a cursed world that is 

full of physical and spiritual sickness. Suffering and affliction among us readily testify.  
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“And the Scriptures represent as though every Christian should in all things 
he does be employed for the good of God's church, as each particular 
member of the body is in all things employed for the good of the body” 

Jonathan Edwards 

IMMUNE SYSTEM 

A low immune system results when members do not lay to heart, and discern with attention, the 

spiritual relation they have to one another. When Christians fail to apprehend in the local church 

the spiritual-organic connection that binds them together the health of that church will inevitably 

suffer and fail. We are to realize ourselves collectively as the body of Christ. Sickness can rob 

usefulness from even the strongest and most capable of men. Likewise, there is no church beyond 

the need to heed this counsel from the Spirit of God given to churches through Scripture. And just 

as sickness can rob a man of usefulness, so a local church is prone to suffer in a like manner when 

it fails this responsibility: “have the same care for one another.” On the other hand, a local church 

that exercises this responsibility well, will display a vital mark of health and usefulness to the cause 

of Christ in this world. Every church is vulnerable to illness, yet God has graciously given us one 

another to overcome and thrive. This one another, then, speaks of our responsibility to live and 

love in wisdom and practical care one of another. It models the spiritual immune system of the 

local body of Christ. 

The illustration is made abundantly clear in the next verse: “If one member suffers, all suffer 

together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together” (1 Corinthians 12:26).  

UNITY 

Having the same care for one another is a necessary part of our unity as a church. Our verse 

begins: “that there may be no division in the body” (1 Corinthians 12:25). This is God’s design and 

desire. Earlier in the text we read, “God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he 

chose” (1 Corinthians 12:18). The word that stands behind “compose” means to mix or mingle 

together, to blend, unite, or combine. It conveys the idea of blending various items together by 

mixing them so as to effect one harmonious composition.1 

Unity is based not on uniformity, but on union. That is not on being the same but on being 

connected to the same body, having the same life and goal. Members will vary in many ways. Their 

unity is not found in their similarity but in Christ, who unites us together in Him (Ephesians 4:15-16).  

 
1 BDAG, s.v. συγκεράννυμι. 
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So, “Diversity leads to disunity when the members compete with one another; but diversity leads to 

unity when the members care for one another.”2 

True unity is not forced. Consider the insightful comments from Charles Hodge:  

It is not merely the duty of one Christian to have sympathy with another—to suffer 
when he suffers, and to rejoice when he is honored; but such is the nature of their 
relationship that it must be so. If we lack this sympathy with our fellow Christians, it 
proves that we do not belong to the body of Christ.3 

Care is shown by entering into the joys and sorrows of other members of the body. Matthew Henry 

writes: 

Where Christians grow cold towards each other, they will be careless and 
unconcerned for each other. And this mutual disregard is a schism begun. The 
members of the natural body are made to have a care and concern for each other, to 
prevent a schism in it. So should it be in Christ’s body; the members should 
sympathize with each other. As in the natural body the pain of the one part afflicts 
the whole, the ease and pleasure of one part affects the whole, so should Christians 
reckon themselves honoured in the honours of their fellow-Christians, and should 
suffer in their sufferings. Note, Christian sympathy is a great branch of Christian 
duty. We should be so far from slighting our brethren’s sufferings that we should 
suffer with them, so far from envying their honours that we should rejoice with them 
and reckon ourselves honoured in them.4 

The analogy of the body affords us a potent illustration. We know too well how a single toothache 

can cause the whole body to suffer. Thornton rightly notes, “It follows that in the Body of Christ 

there are, strictly speaking, no private sufferings. All are shared because there is one life of the 

whole. Accordingly, wrong done to one member is wrong done to the whole Church, and therefore 

to Christ himself.” Christ taught us this when He revealed Himself to Paul (Acts 9:4). 

Illustrating this point, Martin Luther wrote: 

See what the whole body does when a foot is trodden on, or a finger is pinched: how 
the eye looks dour, the nose draws up, the mouth cries out, and all the members are 
ready to rescue and to help, and none can leave the other, so that it means, not the 
foot or a finger is trodden on and is pinched, but the entire body. Again, when good 
is done to one member, that suits all the others, and the entire body rejoices therein. 
This is how it ought to be also in Christendom since it, too, is composed of many 

 
2 Wiersbe, 610. 
3 Hodge, 232. 
4 Henry, 2267. 
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members in one body and has one mind and heart, for such unity naturally has the 
effect that one is concerned in the good and the hurt of the other as in his own.5 

HUMILITY 

In order for the body analogy to apply, each member must die to autonomy and self-ambition. Our 

hands, for instance, do not live or function with a mind of their own; neither should we who are so 

privileged to be united to Christ in attachment to His body. In a very real and imposing sense, the 

mind of Christ must be in us such that we as individual members think, desire, speak, and work 

with one heart and with one mind—Christ’s (Romans 15:5-6). 

Jonathan Edwards cautions us: 

Let these things induce us to be less selfish than we are, and more of the contrary 
excellent spirit. Selfishness is a principle natural to us, and indeed all the corruption 
of nature does radically consist in it. And considering the profession which we make 
of Christianity, we are too selfish. Everyone is ready to take care of himself, and of 
himself only. How much is there of such a spirit, and how little of that excellent, 
noble, diffusive spirit of which we have now heard? Which may partly arise from our 
having too narrow notions of Christianity, or not having learned Christ as we ought to 
have done. We in this land are trained up from generation to generation in a too 
niggardly, selfish spirit and practice; and notwithstanding all our professions of 
religion, and though there are many good things done which are worthy to be 
commended, yet without doubt we do in general come vastly short of what is 
required of Christians in the New Testament.6 

 

  

 
5 Lenski, 533, citing, Walch, XII, 978; compare Erlangen edition, 8, 18 and 20. 
6 Jonathan Edwards, Ethical Writings, WJE (Yale University Press, 1989), 271. 
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#5 
PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER 

Therefore, confess your sins to one another  

and pray for one another, that you may be healed.  

The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.  

— James 5:16 —  

Keyword: euchomai 

 to pray, entreat, address deity 

Context: Following admonitions to humility and patience in suffering, James emphasizes 

the indispensable importance of prayer in the Christian’s life. The immediate 

context moves from “let him pray” to “pray for one another,” underscoring along 

with other admonitions the vitality of the local church. What is necessary for the 

individual should be the interest and practice of one another. 

 

There is much to benefit our everlasting souls in the God-given means of grace offered here. There 

is no command given without context, and here we find a rich deposit of truths that transform. It 

has well been said that distress drives men to God. So James begins addressing man in his 

afflictions by calling him to pray. As is typical with James, his exhortation is plain and practical.  

CALL TO PRAY WITH ONE ANOTHER 

Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 

James 5:14 

“Among you” directs us to a different context, namely the church. It is expected that Christians 

pray together. The Puritans used to call the church building the Prayer House. James is presenting 

a progression of thought that moves from as deep inside a person as possible to his most 

immediate and intimate spiritual context within which he lives, namely the church.  
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It is to be feared there is little union in prayer. Christians are ashamed to meet 
together to pray. Christ has promised, “If two of you shall agree on earth, touching 
something that you shall ask, it shall be done for you of my Father.” Many Christians 
neglect this promise. In the Acts, we find that when the apostles and disciples were 
praying together, “the place was shaken where they were assembled together, and 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with 
boldness.” Oh, how often and how long have we despised this way of obtaining the 
outpouring of the Spirit! Do not some persons speak slightingly of united prayer? 
Here is one reason why God commands the clouds that they rain no rain on us. He 
waits till we seek him together, and then he will open the windows of heaven and pour 
down a blessing.7 

Faith characterized by a high view of God through a reverence of His holy name must accompany 

true prayer (5:14; Matt 6:9). 

We are not merely called to pray with one another, we are responsible to pray for one another.  

CALL TO PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER 

And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise 
him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 

James 5:15 

Humility is most befitting the character of prayer; not only in posture but also in petition. An 

earnest mind for the needs of others is markedly Christ-like and therefore excellently pleasing to 

God. We are called and under responsibility to draw near to God in prayer, not merely for our own 

sakes but also for the sake of the church.  

Sin strikes at God and those made in His image in various and diverse forms. And the effects of sin 

afflict and curse the wellbeing of man and his realm of responsibility and influence. So it is with the 

sin of our father, Adam. Pain and suffering would forever mark the children of man in this now 

fallen and cursed realm. As a result of the grand tragedy of sin, now even the children of God suffer 

affliction, sickness, and death. Though the sting of death has been removed by Christ crucified and 

risen, we continue to groan inwardly—that is from within our redeemed souls—for the redemption 

of our bodies and the world around us (Romans 8:23). Therefore, in the here and now, the children 

of God pray. 

• “Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all 
things.” (Hebrews 13:18).  

 
7 Robert Murray McCheyne, The Works of the Late Rev. Robert Murray McCheyne, vol. 1 (New York: Robert Carter, 
1848), 322–323. 
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• “Brothers, pray for us.” (1 Thessalonians 5:25).  
• “Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, 

as happened among you,” (2 Thessalonians 3:1).  
• “You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing 

granted us through the prayers of many.” (2 Corinthians 1:11) 
• “I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive 

together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf,” (Romans 15:30).  
• “for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn 

out for my deliverance,” (Philippians 1:19).  
•  “At the same time, prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping that through your prayers I 

will be graciously given to you.” (Philemon 22).  
• “Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of 

righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel 
of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all 
the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and 
supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the 
saints,” (Ephesians 6:14–18).  

Thomas Manton wisely cried, “Oh! do not let us stand alone, and strive alone.” 

I can’t prove it, but I suspect that God takes greater delight in blessing me in response 
to your prayers on my behalf than he does when I ask him myself. That isn’t to say I 
shouldn’t pray for myself or that you shouldn’t petition God for the needs in your life. 
It’s simply to say that with intercession, unlike other forms or expressions of prayer, 
there is a mutual love, fellowship, and spiritual bond that develops in a way that can’t 
occur if we pray only for ourselves and not for others.8 

True prayer cannot be expressed through self-seeking intentions. 

As they live in the constant love of one another, which is the mark by which the world 
must know them, and an effect of the Spirit which doth animate the whole body, so 
doth this love express itself in the breathings forth of constant desires for the 
prosperity of the whole, and each part. O Christians, what an excellent privilege is 
this, that the poorest man or woman of you that is converted, hath thousands and 
thousands of the prayers of the saints going for you to God from day to day. Which 
way ever you are going, or whatsoever you are doing, this stock is improving for you, 
this work is going on. When you are about other matters and think not of it.9 

“Oh! then, that we would regard this neglected duty. Not to pray for others is 
uncharitableness; not to expect it from others is pride. Do not stand alone; 
two, yea, many, are better than one. Joint striving mutually for the good of 

 
8 Sam Storms, The Hope of Glory (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2007), 48. 
9 Richard Baxter and William Orme, The Practical Works of the Rev. Richard Baxter, vol. 7 (London: James Duncan, 
1830), 203–204. 
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each other maketh the work prosper.” 
Thomas Manton 

PURITY OF THE PRAYER 

The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. 
James 5:16 

James calls us to pray for wisdom (1:5), rebukes us for not praying (4:2), and rebukes us for praying 

with the wrong intent (4:3). 

James reminds us that saying without doing is not righteous: “But be doers of the word, and not 

hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (James 1:22). Also, our prayers cannot be on behalf of our 

closest friends only, since favoritism is not righteous: “My brothers, show no partiality as you hold 

the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory …  But if you show partiality, you are 

committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors” (James 2:1, 9). 

Our prayers must be expressions of a yearning heart in noble terms (James 2:8) 

POWER OF PRAYER 

The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. 
James 5:16 

Prayer is attributed the high esteem of an ordained means of God’s grace for the powerful working 

of His will against all natural odds. God is able to heal the sick, open the heavens, and win back the 

rebellious heart; and He has appointed prayer as the ordained means in which we petition and 

through which He governs the world. 
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#6 
LIVE IN HARMONY WITH ONE ANOTHER 

Live in harmony with one another.  

Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in 

your own sight.  

— Romans 12:16 —  

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you  

to live in such harmony with one another,  

in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice  

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
— Romans 15:5-6 —  

Keyword: phronountes 

 to think, have understanding, be mindful of, be intent on, be disposed 

Context: Romans 12:16 is set within one of the richest passages on the diverse unity, 

humility, affection, and life of the local church. It is part of a series of gospel 

virtues to be lived out in the church. The context of Romans 15:5 is more 

specifically addressing self-denial for the sake of others in the church. 

 

The cause of all disharmony is sin; and at the heart of sin is wrong thinking—and our manner of 

thought is no one’s fault but our own. Yet, God redeems and reconciles, through the gospel, 

radically transforming relationships. The gospel of grace is received by faith for the forgiveness of 

rebellious thinking, and is received in power for the regeneration of the rebel mind. Our thinking 

and our relationships are linked, and therefore the impact the gospel has on our minds should 

profoundly affect our relationships. The application of the gospel to our thinking for the sake of 

living in harmony with one another is the focus of this chapter. The two occurrences of the one 

anothers listed above stress two foundational principles for living in harmony: right thinking and 

gospel humility. 
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RIGHT THINKING 

Behind contention is cognition. James approaches the subject of quarrels and fights among 

Christians by appealing logically to their Christian minds. He first poses a call to reason, “What 

causes quarrels and what causes fights among you?” The obvious purpose of such an approach 

rests in the confident hope that those who are in Christ, born again and regenerate in mind, would 

employ their minds to think in such a way so as to transform their relationships for good. His intent 

is to point to the power of desire within, “Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you?” 

Again, the supposition is that change in thinking causes change in desiring. There is a direct 

cause-effect relationship between how we think, disciplining or discharging desires, and our 

actions. This is plainly illustrated in the logical sequence that follows, which infers the mind’s 

oversight of desire, its evaluation of circumstance, and its choice of action: “You desire and do not 

have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel” (James 4:1-2). If their 

minds were disciplined in the thought of the gospel, instead of the thought of themselves, there 

would be no conflict among them. Conflict would be quite impossible without thought. How you 

think impacts your relationships. As Christians, our relationship with God, one another, and the 

world are redefined and truly transformed by the gospel.  

STEWARDSHIP OF THE REGENERATE MIND  

The gospel of Christ crucified and risen is the substantive focus of Romans chapter one through 

chapter eleven. Chapter twelve, then, opens with a tremendous emphasis on the stewardship of 

the regenerate mind. With the theological momentum of eleven glorious chapters, a conjunction of 

serious significance applies the gospel to the Christian life. Following the call to render their very 

lives up as a sacrifice to God, because of His mercy to them in the gospel, Christians are then 

instructed, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind” 

(Romans 12:2). In Ephesians, Paul connects this idea of the renewal of the mind to the application 

of the new birth through the gospel. The redeemed in Christ have learned in the pattern of the 

gospel itself, “to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt 

through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, 

created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness" (Ephesians 4:22–24). There is 

here a call to continuously reapply the gospel that regenerated your mind for the sake of its 

ongoing sanctification. The Christian life is lived by the steps taken with the mind. This is why 

Romans 12:2 presents the renewal of the mind as first in importance to living a life of worship to 

God, in harmony with Him and one another. 
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The call for stewardship of the regenerate mind is immediately followed by specific instructions on 

how to think. No less than four times in one verse does the text direct the manner of Christian 

thought, “For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more 

highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment [lit. ‘sound thinking’]” (Romans 12:3). 

The word ‘to think’ (phroneō) is variously presented to the reader six times in Romans chapter 

twelve,10 each with a commanding insistence to humility. Nowhere else in the New Testament does 

such an exhortation find such repetition and land with such weight. There is distinctly something 

very significant here for us to heed.  

The implicit argument is unassailable: as Christians, our relationships are different because 

through the gospel we have been given new minds. It is our responsibility to renew our minds in the 

gospel for the sake of our relationship with God and one another. As goes the mind, so goes the 

relationship. Thus, in Christ, we are uniquely equipped to live in harmony with one another. 

 

 

 

 

 
10 Four times in verse three and twice in verse sixteen. Two of the instances in 12:3 are cognates of phroneō 
(hyperphroneō, sōphroneō). 


